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SUB J : MORE YUGOSLAV-BULGARIAN POLEMICS OVER MACEDONIA 

1. THE UN SEMINAR ON MINORITIES AT OHRID HAS PROVED TO 
BE TOO TEMPTING A FORUM TO RESIST FOR MORE YUGOSLAV- 
BULGARIAN POLEMICS OVER MACEDONIA. JULY 4 TANJUG AND JULY 5 
POLITIKA EXTENSIVELY QUOTE ASST FSFA SECRETARY MILJAN 
KOMATINA'S REPONSE TO BULGARIAN DELEGATE YULIYA BAHNEV'S 
CONTENTION AT THE JULY 3 SESSION THAT THERE IS NO 
MACEDONIAN MINORITY IN BULGARIA. (FSFA SPECIAL ADIVSOR 
SILVO DEVETAK HAD EARLIER THAT DAY SAID THERE WAS.) 

THIS WAS A "GROSS INTERVENTION" WHICH WAS "ENTIRELY 
UNPROVOKED AND IT MAY HAVE SERIOUS CONSQUENCES ON THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF YUGOSLAV-BULGARIAN RELATIONS", PER 
KOMATINA. HE ADDED THAT EFFORTS TO DENY THE EXISTENCE OF 
THE MACEDONIAN NATION "TIE IN WITH FOREIGN INTRIGUES ON THE 
BALKAN PENINSULA", WHICH MIGHT BE READ AS AIMED AT MOSCOW. 
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2. BOHNEV THEN RESPONDED TO THE ABOVE REMARKS AND "REGRETTED" 
THAT KOMATINA HAD CHOSEN TO RESUME THE EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

ON MACEDONIAN MINORITY IN BULGARIA AT THE SEMINAR. HE 
INSISTED THAT BULGARIA DESIRES ALL-EMBRACING COOPERATION 
WITH YUGOSLAVIA GENERALLY AND THE SFR MACEDONIA PARTICULARLY - 
HE DID NOT, OF COURSE, RETRACT HIS PREVIOUS STATEMENTS. 

3. NOT COINCIDENTALLY, MACEDONIA REPUBLIC EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT BIAGOJ POPOV AT VETERANS DAY CELEBRATIONS 
ON JULY 4 AT PROBISTIP WENT AT GREAT LENGTH INTO THE 
FIGHTING IN SPRING 1944 AGAINST THE"BULGARIAN FASCIST 

ELITE DIVISIONS". HE DECRIED THE HISTORICAL DISTORTIONS OF 
THE ROLE OF THE BULGARIAN FATHERLAND FRONT UNITS AND ASSERTED 
THAT UNITS OF THE BULGARIAN FIFTH ARMY (FASCIST) CONTINUED 
FIGHTING AGAINST THE YUGOSLAVS AFTER THE BULGARIAN 
CAPITULATION INSTEAD OF JOINING THE COMMON BATTLE AGAINST 
THE GERMANS. DESPITE "NATIONALIST PRETENSIONS AGAINST THE 
MACEDONIAN NATION ON THE PART OF CERTAIN REACTIONARY, 

OUTDATED FORCES IN CERTAIN NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES". POPOV 
CONCLUDED WITH STANDARD CALL FOR STABLE, GOOD NEIGHBORLY 
RELATIONS. 

4. COMMENT. THE HARDY MACEDONIAN PERENNIAL OBVIOUSLY 
CONTINUES TO THRIVE. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT FOR THE 
PRESENT AT LEAST BOTH SIDES WILL SEE THAT IT DOES NOT 
OVER-BLOOM INTO AMAJOR CONFRONTATION. 
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